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NEWSLETTER

‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
AvAILAbLE ThrOugh pupILS 

ANd STudENTS Or by vISITINg 
ThE SChOOL OffICE. 

Year 9 Karate chaMpion!
Year 9 pupil Alex Lee recently 

competed at the Unified World 
Karate Championships in Carr-

ara, Italy, where he won five medals 
including one gold, two silvers and 
two bronze’.

He was one of four members of Pock-
lington Karate Centre (PKC) to attend 
the event having being selected 
to be part of the World Traditional 
Karate Association (WTKA England) 
squad after competing at various 

competitions across the north of 
England throughout the year.

After travelling to Italy and getting 
weighed in on the Tuesday, the team 
had a day off on Wednesday to visit 
Pisa to see the famous leaning tower.

The competition started on Thurs-
day with a fantastic opening cere-
mony where athletes from 107 
countries came together to parade 
along the street to the venue. Quite 

an atmosphere!

There followed three gruelling days 
of qualifying rounds where the 
team competed in various kumite 
(fighting), individual and team kata 
(forms) and sports-sword events.

Sunday was finals day - a very long 
and busy day; but by 
9:45pm it was over and 
Continued on page 6...
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Every week, as a teacher, we are reminded why we are privileged to work with children and young adults. 
Teaching is a vocation and the desire to do your very best for the children in your care can be overwhelm-
ing as you try to manage the many demands that we face every day. It is, therefore, always a pleasure 
when the joy of the everyday shines through and reminds us of what makes working with children and 
young adults simply great. 

Last week, I took the whole school assemblies presenting to a different year group each day. My assem-
bly was based on the book ‘Touching the Void’, a story of character, determination and the adventures of 
two climbers in the Andes. It was a pleasure to welcome each year group into the hall and to see our Year 

10, who joined me on the Tuesday in their new uniform, looking as smart as ever. As I stood at the front, I noticed two 
boys who looked a little distracted, one whom was clearly concerned that the other had the collar raised on his blazer. 
So politely, he spoke to his friend, before reaching over to flatten his collar. The friend then responded by reaching 
over to adjust his friend’s lapel and tie. In a moment, the work of colleagues, parents and our community in improving 
our uniform was evident, as two pupils showed their pride and desire to be smart and professional. We have of course, 
received great feedback from pupils, parents and our wider community – with numerous e-mails from residents in 
Pocklington congratulating pupils on how smart they look. It has made a significant difference to our pupils in how 
they feel and act, but for me, it will always be that one moment that will make me smile.

I had another experience with my Year 8 class in Science. Teaching about sound and the normal range of human hear-
ing, the reaction of pupils was fantastic as they listened intently to see if they could identify when they could no longer 
hear the sound. Unfortunately, as you get older, the range of sound you can hear decreases, and therefore all I could 
hear was the wind blowing outside as I continued to turn the dial. It is the joy of teaching - that journey of discovery 
and the delight in the children’s faces as they listened intently, looked at the sound wave changing on the screen and 
then started to raise their hands to ask questions and to share their own knowledge from documentaries they’d seen. 

Finally, I would like to thank Year 11 pupils and parents who attended our Sixth Form Open Evening. I do hope you 
found the evening productive and that your conversations with my colleagues and Sixth Form students were informa-
tive and useful in making your decisions. 

With the wide number of course now available both academic and vocational, Year 11 pupils really do have an opportu-
nity to pursue many different routes and subject combinations. The move to linear courses (a whole two year course, 
rather than two separate one year courses) and the eventual end of AS qualifications, will also mean that the profes-
sional relationships built over many years between my colleagues and pupils, through teaching and internal assess-
ment and knowing a pupil’s areas of strength and potential weakness, will become crucial to ensuring the desired 
outcome is achieved at the end of the two year course, when your son or daughter sits the final examinations.

Pupils do want a different experience at Sixth Form. They want to be treated as adults, given greater independence 
and freedom. We know though that the transition from being a school pupil, to becoming an autonomous Sixth Form 
student, does not happen overnight. It is a process that for some students will take a few months and for others will 
last the whole two years. We want to equip our students with the skills they need to manage their A-Level and BTEC 
studies and to provide a tailored approach for each young adult, to ensure that they are supported over the two years 
as they make the transition to university, an apprenticeship or employment.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

KeY Dates
2016 - 2017

autuMn terM

31St october - 16th december

spring terM

3th January - 16th February

27th February - 7th april

suMMer terM

24th april - 26th may

5th June - 21St July

parents’ evenings

year 12
8th december 2016

year 11
7th February 2017

year 10
25th may 2017

year 9
13th February 2017

year 8
5th July 2017

year 7
11th July 2017

staff  
training DaYs

17th February 2017
24th July 2017
25th July 2017

heaDteacher’s 
awarD

Year 7
Katie Fitt

lucy hinch

Year 8
molly menneer

luKe WatSon

Year 10
bethany StephenSon

andreW donohue

Year 11
Sophie burn

JeSSica Forman

house ranKing

1

2

3

4

5

KirbY 
unDerDale

warrenDale

great 
givenDale

Millington 
Dale

thixenDale

We do, therefore, provide something very different. We care for our students, 
we guide and support them at every stage, challenge and chase them for 
work when needed. As students develop the necessary skills, motivation and 
maturity, we give them greater independence and freedom to manage their 
own studies. We know each student as an individual; they are part of our Sixth 
Form college community.

I do hope you have a good weekend and I’m now off to plan my next lesson.

get well soon!
We would like to wish Mr Webster the very best as he recovers from 

his recent operation. Unfortunately due to complications he has been 
unable to return as planned and we are therefore very grateful to 

Ms Barker (who has previously taught at Lady Lumley’s and Fulford 
Schools) who as a highly experienced teacher has kindly joined 
our staff to ensure the minimum disruption to pupils learning.



lower school
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This week is Numeracy Week and our Lower School pupils have been enjoying a series of fun and 
challenging games and activities during form registration every day. Numeracy Week helps to 
highlight the importance of numeracy skills in all aspects of life, including future careers. The 

activities also give our pupils opportunities to work together in their forms, taking part in quizzes and 
puzzles and competing against other forms in their year groups.

Throughout the week, numeracy skills are also highlighted in lessons and help to highlight to pupils 
the central importance of numeracy across all school subjects, from History to Art. School and Head 

of Care & Achievement assemblies also discuss the impact of numeracy on the world, and how it is woven in to every 
aspect of modern life.

I would also like to say a big well done to our Lower School girls’ Football team for their fantastic 4 – 2 win over St 
Mary’s School on Wednesday. All the girls played exceptionally well, with Madison Stanton and Rose Ella scoring the 
winning goals. The team is managed by Ellie Fitzmaurice, one of our Year 12 students.

nuMeracY weeK

As part of Numeracy Week pupils and Sixth Form students have been completing a range of numeracy based activ-
ities during form time. House points will be awarded to the winning forms in each Year group. How good is your 
numeracy? Why not give some of the puzzles a try.

Mr Sloman Writes:

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL
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upper school Ms Longstaff Writes:

This week has been an exciting one for our Year 10 pupils as each pupil has been set an individual, 
subject specific target for each of their GCSE courses. These are not predictions and should 
certainly not limit what they go on to achieve, but are benchmarks by which we can judge how 

successfully our pupils are moving towards getting outstanding outcomes in August 2018.

These targets are aspirational as we want our young people to aim high and have plenty of choice 
post-16 in terms of further education and career choices. Whilst targets do not give any guarantees 
about future successes, most of our pupils like a challenge and rise to meet our high expectations. 

Whilst there may be a number of our Year 10 pupils who feel that their targets seem to be high mountains to climb 
at this stage in their GCSE journey, they represent a realistic but challenging destination to aim for and the whole 
journey can be travelled by taking one step at a time. Our pupils have made a fantastic start to their GCSE studies 
and I have every confidence that they will not only reach their targets but eventually surpass them.

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

sixth forM open evening. Mrs lawson writes:

It was such a pleasure to welcome our Year 11 pupils and parents to our Sixth Form Open Evening on Thursday, and 
it is a real privilege to be sharing the start of this next exciting chapter with our pupils, who we have seen grow in 
maturity and confidence since their arrival with us in Year 7.  As I watched Year 11s visiting subjects last night, I was 

incredibly impressed by their desire to gain information, asking astute questions of their guides and their subject 
teachers. It is this gathering of information that is so crucial in ensuring that the right decisions are reached, and 
that these decisions are made for the right reasons. 

In order to support our pupils in finding the right course combinations for them, we will be holding IAG (Independ-
ent Advice and Guidance) interviews for every Year 11 pupil over the coming weeks, along with our IAG day when  
pupils can experience a typical Sixth Form lesson across a range of six subjects on order to guide them in making 
their final decisions.
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Relationships between a 
secondary school and it’s clus-
ter primary school are vital in 

ensuring a smooth transition for the 
pupils. Luckily enough within the 
PE department we have been given 
some time to assist in the delivery of 
PE in some of our cluster schools. 

This half term Mrs Fox-Nicholls 
and myself have been fortunate 

enough to be invited to St Mary’s 
and St Joseph’s and Stamford Bridge 
Primary Schools. Mrs Fox-Nicholls 
has been working with a class of 
Year 3 and 4 and a class of Year 5 
and 6, looking at the fundamen-
tals of gymnastics; point and patch 
balances and the benefits of peer 
assessment. 

Over in Stamford Bridge I (Mr Rees) 

have been dabbling in a bit of TAG 
Rugby with three classes of Year 
5 and 6 pupils. Needless to say all 
sessions have been hugely enjoyable 
for us as teaching staff. 

We hope the pupils involved are 
enjoying it as much as we are and we 
look forward to working with them 
in the future at their current school 
and one day at Woldgate.

priMarY pe participation
PE Department has been working closely with our partner Primary schools. Mr Rees writes:

the medals count for the four man team from PKC was 23 !! (7 gold, 12 silver and 4 bronze) 

A great reward for all the hard work put in throughout the year where as well as competing at competitions the 
team have trained for at least 6 to 8 hours per week at their Dojo at Pocklington Scout Hut.

...from front page.
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Working with Sixth Form students is an incredibly rewarding role, as I have the privilege of 
seeing our young people at a key transition in their life, as they develop into adults. Our 
Sixth Form students are without doubt the best illustration of what it means to be part of 

the Woldgate Sixth Form community, and I am always very proud to see how well they represent the 
College. This has never been more apparent than at our Sixth Form Open Evening on Thursday, when 
our students provided guided tours to Year 11 pupils and their parents, and in doing so imparted their 
own enthusiasm and enjoyment for studying at Woldgate. Our Sixth Form students listened carefully 
to the questions being asked by pupils and gave thoughtful, considered and honest responses: it really 
was impressive to see and an enormous well done to all of those students involved.

sixth forM college Mrs Lawson Writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

nicaragua expeDition 2018 launch

We are currently launching our Sixth Form expedition and our chosen 
destination for 2018 is Nicaragua in Central America! 

We have run several extremely successful expeditions over the past few 
years to various destinations including Morocco, Borneo, Malawi and our 
current Year 12 students are preparing for their expedition to Tanzania 
this summer. 

This expedition is being offered to our current Year 11 and will give them 
a once in a lifetime opportunity to experience another culture. The expe-
ditions are unique; with our help and guidance students will fundraise 
all the money for the expedition and will also plan the itinerary, accom-
modation and travel for when they are in Nicaragua. Whilst in country 
our students will face a challenging trek, spend time at a project of their 
choosing, where they will help local communities and fully absorb them-
selves into local culture. 

If you are interested in finding out more information there is an infor-
mation evening for parents and students run by outlook expeditions on 
Tuesday 15th November at 6:30pm.
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reMeMbering with the historY DepartMent. Mrs aMin writes:
2016 marks the 100th Anniversary of the Battle of the 
Somme, which took place between 1st July and 18th 
November 1916. The battle has gone down in history 
as a metaphor for the futility of war with the common 
belief that the soldiers were ‘Lions lead by Donkeys’ 
and the commander, Field Marshall Haig being 
described as a ‘Butcher’. In the first hour of the battle 
20,000 British soldiers were listed as killed, injured or 
missing. By the end of the first day that number had 
risen to 60,000. By November the total casualties, Brit-
ish, French and German was over one million. 

In recent times there has been a reassessment of 
events by a number of historians and the prevailing atti-
tude now seems to be that, while the battle certainly 
started in a disastrous way, lessons were learnt and, 
in fact, the Somme went from defeat to victory. Some 
of our Year 9 pupils have been studying the battle and 
coming to their own conclusions about whether or not Haig really does deserve the title ‘Butcher’ The assessment 
of historical interpretations is a key part of the new GCSE syllabus and so we are keen to offer pupils a chance to see 
what this type of work is like. All tackled the task with enthusiasm and it was great to see how far they have come 
from Year 7. 

The memorial to the 72,246 missing British servicemen of The Somme is at Thiepval. Designed by Edwin Lutyens 
it was opened in 1932 and stands as a permanent reminder of men who gave their all for ‘King and Country’. I look 
forward to taking some of our Year 9 pupils to see the memorial later this year. 

PUPILS AT THIEPVAL 
ON OUR LAST VISIT 
IN 2015. 

inter-house cross countrY - Mr rees writes:

New House system of course means a House Cross Country Competi-
tion. Loved by few, despised by many but a right of passage for us all. 
This years course comprised of 2.8km route along the perimeter of 

our field and half of it again including two loops of the wooded area past 
the 6th form football pitch; boggy, and uneaven this gave them a taste 
of traditional cross country as we remember it. The competition was run 
during the pupils regular PE lessons and winners and runners up decided 
by the stopwatch. Participation in a whole school competition is obviously 
the main priority and the pupils did not fail to deliver with all bar the injured 
lacing up and giving it a go. There were a number of stand out individual 
performances: Kyle Woodhouse of Kirby Underdale setting an impressive 
time of 10:27; Rose Ella (Thixendale) and Emma Waudby (Millington Dale), our East Riding champions winning at a 
canter in their respective races and Y11 Harry Green's impressive sprint finish to snatch victory for Great Givendale. 
All in all a successful competition, perhaps made even sweeter by the overall result?! 

position house house points

1st Millington 
Dale

90

2nd Thixendale 80

3rd Great 
Givendale

65

4th Warrendale 50

5th Kirby 
Underdale

45
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